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1BUpcoming Important Dates 
Sept. 1 - Enrollment begins for Margin Protection Program (MPP-
Dairy) for 2018 Coverage; producers will have until Dec. 15, 2017 
to elect 2018 coverage. 

Sept. 4 - USDA Service Centers will be closed in observance of 
Labor Day 

Sept. 30 - NAP application closing dates:                 

• forage for grazing 
• mechanically harvested forage 
• strawberries 
• fall seeded small grains 
• cabbage 
• greens  

Oct. 31 - Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) FY17 
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signup ends 

Louisiana FSA now offers SMS texting; receive text message alerts 
on your cell phone regarding important deadlines, reporting 
requirements and updates.   

Whether you are in the field, on a tractor or even on horseback, this 
service enables FSA customers and stakeholders to receive 
notifications while on the go.  

Contact your local FSA Office for more information. 

 

 

2BNAP Sales Closing Date Change for Perennial Forage Grazing 
Policies 
The Louisiana Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers now is the time to review available 
USDA crop risk protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage.   

The 2018 NAP sales closing date for perennial forage grazing policies has been changed to Sept. 
30, 2017. The Non-Insured Crop Assistance Program (NAP) sales closing date in Louisiana for 
perennial forage grazing policies has historically been Feb. 28th.    

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent 
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, 
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.  

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting 
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser2017/CropCriteria.aspx.  

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that 
exceed 50 percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their 
expected production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics 
and crops marketed directly to consumers.  

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. 
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium 
costs.  

For more information on NAP, service fees, premiums and sales deadlines, contact your local FSA 
Office or visit the web at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. 
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3B2016 PLC Payment Rates and ARC Actual Prices for Wheat, 
Barley and Oats 
The Agricultural Act of 2014 provides for payments for covered commodities through the Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) Program when the market year average price is below the reference price. 
Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) Program payments are triggered when the actual revenue is 
below the guarantee established for the program.  

The Marketing Year Average (MYA) price for wheat, barley and oats was announced June 29, 
resulting in a PLC payment rate of $1.61 per bushel for 2016 wheat and $0.34 per bushel for 2016 
oats. There is no PLC payment on 2016 barley.  

For Agriculture Loss Coverage – County (ARC-CO), actual crop revenue is calculated by multiplying 
the actual average yield for your county times the higher of the MYA price or the national loan rate. 
For 2016, the following prices have been set – wheat at $3.89 per bushel; barley at $4.96 per 
bushel; and oats at $2.06 per bushel. 2016 county yields will not be available until this fall.  

Agriculture Loss Coverage–Individual Option (ARC-IC) will utilize the same prices as ARC-CO; 
however the actual crop revenue cannot be calculated until participating producers report all 
production for all covered commodities planted on the farm and all MYA prices for all covered 
commodities planted on the farm are known. Both of these items are necessary to calculate the 
ARC-IC actual revenue for the farm.  

All 2016 ARC and PLC payments cannot be made until after Oct. 1, 2017, or the announcement of 
the final 2016 MYA price for the applicable covered commodity.  

For information on release dates for MYA prices, ARC-CO yields and projected and final PLC 
payment rates, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc and click on the “ARC/PLC Program Data” link. 

 

4BPayment to Deceased Producers 
In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all 
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of 
death.  

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to becoming deceased, the following is the order of 
precedence of the representatives of the producer:  

• administrator or executor of the estate 
• the surviving spouse 
• surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children 
• surviving father and mother 
• surviving brothers and sisters 
• heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law   

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file 
a Form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and 
determine that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment 
issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally 
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authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application.  

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the 
participant who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the 
legal authority to submit the form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant.   

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program 
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset 
regulations for debts owed by the deceased.   

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program 
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared 
incompetent.   

 

5BFarm Storage Facility Loans 
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) Program provides low-interest financing to producers to 
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and 
storage and handling trucks. 

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. 
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, 
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, 
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple 
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture 
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified 
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.    

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans between 
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require 
additional security.  

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans 
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized 
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm 
products, and underserved producers.  

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan Program, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or contact your local FSA County Office.  To find your local FSA 
County Office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

6BMaintaining Good Credit History 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loan programs require that applicants have a satisfactory credit 
history. A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are 
reviewed to verify outstanding debts, if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash 
flow.   

Information found on a customer’s credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in 
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conducting FSA business.  

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will 
provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is 
up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies.  

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score.  

• Make sure to pay bills on time. Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can 
be an effective way to remember payment due dates. 

• Pay down existing debt. 
• Keep your credit card balances low. 
• Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts 

FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a 
loan after improving or correcting your credit report.  

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

7BLoan Servicing 
There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a 
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to 
learn about the options available to you.  

 

8BSelected Interest Rates for August 2017 

• Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.750% 
• Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.750% 
• Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher — 1.50% 
• Emergency Loans —  3.750% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (3 years) — 1.500% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (5 years) — 1.875% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans  (7 years) — 2.125% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) — 2.250% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years) — 2.375% 
• Sugar Storage Facility Loans (15 year term) — 2.375% 
• Commodity Loans — 2.250%  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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